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Laos has ageim become focal point of temsion in Southeast Asia with
flare-up of localized fighting in Zam Neus province where government
military osutposts attacked by former troops of the Communist Pathet
Lao movement.

A. Attacking Pathet guerrilla forces reportedly sugmented by local
pro-Commie tribesamsn, “"voluateers” from adiacent North Vietnam,
and perhaps eloments of recently sutinied 3ad Pathet Lao hattalios
1. This spring the 2nd Pathet Lac battalion mutinied and fled--

reportadly to North Yietnam—-to avolid integration iate
Zoyal laotian Army.

Acttinn bdegan with akirmisbes about twc weeks ago, but owing to poor

comsunications, goverameant became aware of situation omly in last

few days.

A. Lsotian premier says several remote army outposts have fallen;
government is comncerned that Sam Neus town, with vital airpert,
may be sarly target.

1. Are snconfirmed reporta that two guerrilla groups approaching
Sam Neua town from the east and the north,

B, Boveral minor attacks on goverameant forces im other provinces
but could be intended as diversion from Sam Neua proviace.

Government has two imfantry battalions (about 1,200 men) in Sam Neus

province,

4. One paratroop company bas been sent by sir to Sam Noua town and
two more are scheduled. Two additicnal infantry companies
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B, Goverawent forces widely scattered; heaviest concentration of
several hundred regular troops stationed in San Neus town,

€. Pathet Lao strength novw im proviace sstimated to totalsbout
1,000 men,

bB. Om VWednesday, Lao governmsat arrested ten Neo lao Hak Zat
leaders (pro-Comsunist party) includiag Prince Souphanmouvoag
{fermer Pathet Laoc leader).

IV, Ko evidence of direct North Vietnamese participation iz the attacks,
bhut the action was at least dirscted by Hanol and probably cmdiaatnd%
with Peiping, snd possibly Moscow.

A. President Ho Cki Minh of North Vietzmam bas been ia USSR since
2 July ostensibly st 3lsck Sea resort on ¥acation.

B, A Lsotian goverament communique charges North Vietnamese partici-
pation ins the atiacks,

V. lNost likely reason for the Pathet Lao attacks is to create inter-
national pressures for the rveturn of the Iateraational Contmi
Comnission (ICC) to Laos--as protection for local Communist mwvement
which is increasingly repressed by Lac Goversment.

A. Im recent msonths, Communist Bloc has been clamoring for return
of ICC--fruce body established ia 1954 in Geneva and which
left lLaos last year.
B, Bloc can also use situstion to call international atteation to
presence of US military trainisg personnel in iaos,
1. Om 24 July, unlesshed heavy propagands attack charging intro-
duction of U8 traiming mission is an attempt to "expand
civil war” and threatens peace in Indochina.

Approved For Release 2oom’?‘tﬁffﬁ‘i5?5“?éRoo’bevoo1 100070024-2



vi,

—

Approved For Release 2001/08/14 : CIA-RDP79R00890A001100070024-2

No firm imdication yet these attacks foreshsdow resumption eivil war
iz other 11 provinces, but situation explosive; Phosg Saly, the other
former Communist-beld provimce, would be likely target.

A. %hile preparations for a North Vietsamese military intervention
in Laos could be made rapidly and without notice, available
information provides no evidence at this time that major mili-
tary operations beingplanned.
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